Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Village of Montfort

3.0 AGRICULTURAL , NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Wisconsin State Statute 66.1001(2)(e)

(e) Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources.

A compilation of objectives, policies, goals, maps and programs for the conservation, and promotion of the
effective management, of natural resources such as groundwater, forests, productive agricultural areas,
environmentally sensitive areas, threatened and endangered species, stream corridors, surface water,
floodplains, wetlands, wildlife habitat, metallic and nonmetallic mineral resources, parks, open spaces, historical
and cultural resources, community design, recreational resources and other natural resources.

3.1 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

3.1.1 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCESSUMMARY

The purpose of the Agricultural element is to pnésgricultural data and provide direction for larsgk decisions
impacting agriculture for the next 20 years. Téerfs surrounding Montfort support its businessekthay create
employment in the area. For this reason, agrioeiitieconomically significant. Recreationallyriaglture is also
valued: it provides the land for a bike trail/wiall trail running through the Village (this tradl used as a
snowmobile trail in the winter). Agriculture alsontributes aesthetically to Montfort by helpingkeep the small
town heritage, having farmland surrounding on ialés, and contributing to the nice looking bike/iad trail.

3.1.2 GOALS
The following is the Agricultural Resource Goaleanf the fourteen Smart Growth Planning Goals megliby the
planning grant contract.

1. Protect economically productive areas, includirmgifand and forests.
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3.1.3 OBJECTIVES AND POLICY AND PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS
The following agricultural resource objectives gadicy recommendations (not in order of priorityjpgort the
above goal. They will guide agricultural resoudegisions in the Village of Montfort over the n@t years.

NOT IN ORDER OF PRIORITY

1. Emphasize the preservation of the environmental quiay and rural character of the jurisdiction
when considering future land use proposals.

2. Encourage residential, commercial, and industrial évelopment to areas least suited for agricultural
purposes.

3.1.4 FARMING SYSTEM

Using farm related data gathered at the County feom the Agricultural Census, it is possible t@ad an
inference about the state of agricultural healtthaVillage of Montfort. (The Agricultural Censdoes not collect
data at the Village level and defines a farm aspage from which $1,000 or more of agriculturabgucts were
produced and sold, or normally would have been, shldng the year.)

Table 3.1.1 Trends in Farm Numbers 1987 — 2002

Grant County 1987 1992 ‘ 1997 2002
Farms (number) 2,470 2,340 2,238 2,490
Land in farms (acres) 648,318 620,951 599,617 605,836
Average size of farm (acres) 262 265 268 243
Number of farms by size — 1 to 9 acres 136 115 73 105
Number of farms by size — 10 to 49 acres 178 204 234 398
Number of farms by size — 50 to 179 acres 728 645 681 836
Number of farms by size — 180 to 499 acres 1,155 1,100 982 900
Number of farms by size — 500 to 999 acres 230 226 221 193
Number of farms by size — 1,000 acres or more 43 50 47 58

Table 3.1.1 (cont.) Trends in Farm Numbers 1987 — 2002

Grant County 1987 1992 ‘ 1997 2002
Total cropland (farms) 2,307 2,159 2,051 2,185
Total cropland (acres) 419,596 400,489 376,191 374,984

(Source: 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002 US Census of Agriculture)

Table 3.1.1 gives the number of farms in Grant @ptor the years 1987 through 2002. The Countystba
0.8% increase in farms between 1987 and 2002.dBsically, as the number of farms has increasedlatiies of
farmland have decreased 7% in the same timeframe.

Although average farm size decreased 7% from 18&D02, in the same period, small farms (10 toct@s)
increased 124%. Very large farms (1,000+ adresgased 35%, as did farms from 50 to 179 acre®)1 All
other farm size classes decreased. The conclisstbat there are more very large (“super”) farthepby” farms
have more than doubled, while “working” or “familféirms have declined.

Table 3.1.2 Trends in Dairy Farms 1987 — 2002
Grant County 1987 1992 1997 2002

Milk cows (farms) 1,313 1,089 878 665
Milk cows (number) 66,728 58,995 52,702 46,564
(Source: 1997, 2002, US Census of Agriculture)

Table 3.1.2 shows clearly that both the numberydaims and dairy cows in Grant County dropped dttigally
(49% and 30% respectively) between 1987 and 2002.

3.1.5 LAND SALES STATISTICS AND GRAPHS

As required by the comprehensive planning proctatistics and graphs of land sales informatioriresieided
below. Unfortunately, the data does not documeamd Isales at the Village level, nor is it as curesnone would
like. However, despite these limitations, it isarl from Table 3.1.3 that the value of land (bothaid land sold for
non-Ag uses) has been rising and for some time(itoparticular, the value of agricultural land elited to other
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uses peaked in 2003). This trend of the last desado doubt continuing and therefore it is likayaffect future
efforts by farmers to compete for the land baseleé¢o remain in agriculture.

Table 3.1.3 Grant County Agricultural Land Sales: Total Agricultural Land

ral land continuing in agricultural use

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Number of 78 43 32 25 29 67 43
transactions
Acres sold 9,772 6,603 3,652 2,173 3,872 9,459 4,967
Ecor'éars per $1,326 $1,512 $1,822 $1,549 $2,073 $2,377 $2,532

Agricultural land diverted to other

Number of 4 9 13 9 5 9 12
transactions
Acres sold 3,114 822 981 311 360 528 1,241
aD:rléars per $1,137 31,572 1,750 $1,435 $2,676 $2,336 $2,857
Number of 119 52 45 34 34 76 55
transactions
Acres sold 12,886 7,425 4,633 2,484 4,232 9,987 6,208
Dollars per $1,280 $1,519 $1,307 $1,535 $2,124 $2,375 $2,597

acre
(Source: 2006, National Agricultural Statistics Service)

3.1.6 AGRICULTURAL EcoNomY
As shown in Table 3.1.4, no one in the Village adri¥fort listed their occupations as farmer or farmanager in the

2000 census.

Table 3.1.4 Farmers and Farm Managers as Number and Percent of Total Village Population

Number of Persons Employed as Percent of Persons Employed as
Jurisdiction Population Farmers and Farm Managers Farmers and Farm Managers
Town of Beetown 734 93 12.7%
Town of Bloomington 399 43 10.8%
Town of Boscobel 433 4 0.9%
Town of Cassville 487 54 11.1%
Town of Castle Rock 487 37 7.6%
Town of Clifton 304 42 13.8%
Town of Ellenboro 608 35 5.8%
Town of Fennimore 599 31 5.2%
Town of Glen Haven 490 48 9.8%
Town of Harrison 497 36 7.2%
Town of Hazel Green 1043 63 6.0%
Town of Hickory Grove 443 40 9.0%
Town of Jamestown 2077 48 2.3%
Town of Liberty 552 57 10.3%
Town of Lima 721 85 11.8%
Town of Little Grant 257 66 25.7%
Town of Marion 517 25 4.8%
Town of Millville 147 9 6.1%
Town of Mount Hope 225 33 14.7%
Town of Mount Ida 523 52 9.9%
Town of Muscoda 674 20 3.0%
Town of North Lancaster 515 65 12.6%
Town of Paris 754 63 8.4%
Town of Patch Grove 390 58 14.9%
Town of Platteville 1343 48 3.6%
Town of Potosi 831 43 5.2%
Town of Smelser 756 48 6.3%
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Town of South Lancaster 808 67 8.3%
Town of Waterloo 557 51 9.2%
Town of Waterstown 362 23 6.4%
Town of Wingville 394 59 15.0%
Town of Woodman 194 12 6.2%
Town of Wyalusing 370 31 8.4%
Village of Bagley 339 0 0.0%
Village of Bloomington 701 14 2.0%
Village of Blue River 429 2 0.5%
Village of Cassville 1085 7 0.6%
Village of Dickeyville 1043 2 0.2%
Village of Hazel Green 1171 11 0.9%
Village of Livingston 584 10 1.7%
Village of Montfort 603 0 0.0%
Village of Mount Hope 186 2 1.1%
Village of Muscoda 1357 5 0.4%
Village of Patch Grove 166 4 2.4%
Village of Potosi 711 2 0.3%
Village of Tennyson 370 6 1.6%
Village of Woodman 96 0 0.0%
City of Boscobel 3047 3 0.1%
City of Cuba City 1945 17 0.9%
City of Fennimore 2387 19 0.8%
City of Lancaster 4070 32 0.8%
City of Platteville 9989 48 0.5%
Total 49770 1673

(Source: 2000 Population Census)

3.1.7 AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Farming infrastructure includes businesses andcgrsuch as feed mills, adequate roads, equipvesiiors,
cheese factories, seed dealers, or veterinariagist miipply. Farm supply businesses and food psaug$acilities
represent important resources to area farmers lhasvéne broader local economy. Montfort’s fanmi
infrastructure includes a cheese factory, a fedld anhardware store, veterinarians, Rural Rte pdem, seed
dealers, and wildfire and equipment vendors.

3.1.8 HHysiCAL CHARACTERISTICS
Attached is the soils map (Map 3.1.1) for the \gj#aof Montfort.

3.1.9 CONFLICTS AND THREATS TO AGRICULTURE

With the changes in development pressure and @nsition out of farming by many, the nature ofitmdustry is
rapidly changing. Some of the conflicts and trseat within local control and some are tied téestaational and
global decisions. This comprehensive plan camnphict decisions such as commodity prices, whiclsaren the
world market and the reduced marketing opportusiie a result of consolidation. What the pland@ris respond
to local conflicts and issues such as

*  Conflicts with new residents with non-agriculturgckgrounds, including smells and odors, traffic
conflicts, animal waste disposal, trespassing,,doahure and mud on the roads, chemical applicgition
equipment noise, lights, and fencing requirements.

» Fragmentation of farm fields as new parcels aratee

e Agricultural land values exceeding possible agtigall income opportunities.

» The challenges of developing a new generationrofidas.

Montfort could work with Grant County through thea®@t County Economic Development Corporation amedAb
Extension offices in Grant and lowa counties tocemage and support agriculture in their jurisdiatio

Final Draft Page 52 of 124 Adopted August 10, 2009



Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Village of Montfort

3.1.10 FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is changing rapidly and it is likely tmntinue to do so. It appears that the futuréindlude three types
of operations: larger commodity producers, niche¢ggty producers, and life-style farming operasiorn the past,
the commaodity producers were dominant, but thihenging as traditional dairy producers and oldemers are
leaving the business.

3.1.11 AGRICULTURE RESOURCES AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS

There are a number of available county, state addr&l programs to assist with agricultural plagrand
protection. Below are brief descriptions of thei@as agencies and programs. The Farm Service @dgé&tatural
Resources Conservation Services, and the Consamiaistrict offices are located at the Grant Courapnd
Conservation Department, at 150 W. Alona Lane,eSljtLancaster, Wl 53813-2188 (608-723-6377). Ut
Extension office is located at the Youth and Adtize Center, 916 E. EIm Street, Fairgrounds, P® B
Lancaster Wl 53818-2125 (phone 608- 723-2125 ardb08-723-4315).

USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farm ServigeAcy (FSA) has a | USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY
direct financial impact on rural Wisconsin familiggough the programs
and services they offer. They are dedicated talstizng farm income,

helping farmers conserve land and water resoupeesiding credit to

new or disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, anthgdhrm operations
recover from the effects of disaster. Programssamdices offered by the} phone (608) 662-4422

FSA are Fax (608) 662-9425

WISCONSIN STATE OFFICE
8030 Excelsior Drive
Madison, WI 53717-2905

e Farm Loan Program (FLP) http:/www.fsa.usda.gov/WI
The Farm Service Agency offers direct and guarahtaen
ownership and operating loans to farmers who anpdearily unable to obtain private, commercial @red
Often, FLP borrowers are beginning farmers who oannalify for conventional loans because they have
insufficient financial resources. The Agency algtpl established farmers who have suffered financia
setbacks from natural disasters, or whose resoareet®o limited to maintain profitable farming
operations.

» Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
The CRP is a voluntary program that offers annealal payments, incentive payments for certain
activities, and cost-share assistance to estasgfiploved cover on eligible cropland. The program
encourages farmers to plant long-term resourceesuimg covers to improve soil, water, and wildlife
resources. The Commodity Credit Corporation (CC@kas available assistance in an amount equal to not
more than 50 percent of the participant’s costssiiablishing approved practices. Contract durason
between 10 and 15 years.

» Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payments (DCP)The 2002 Farm Bill makes payments to eligible piasts
of covered commodities for the 2002 through 20@pgrears. Direct and counter- cyclical paymengs ar
made to producers with established crop bases ayrdgnt yields. Payment rates for direct paymeriew
established by the 2002 Farm Bill and are issugdrddess of market prices. Producers also aribldig
for counter-cyclical payments, but payments areadsonly if effective prices are less than thegamices
set in the 2002 Farm Bill. Commodities eligible bmth direct and counter- cyclical payments inelud
wheat, corn, sorghum, barley, oats, upland cotioa, soybeans, sunflower seeds, canola, flaxseed,
mustard, safflower, rapeseed, and peanuts.

» Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC)
This program, authorized by the 2002 Farm Billafigially compensates dairy producers when domestic
milk prices fall below a specified level. Eligibdiairy producers are those who produced milk instate
and marketed the milk commercially beginning Decen#t)01. To be approved for the program,
producers must be in compliance with highly eroelidshd wetland conservation provisions and must ente
into a contract with USDA's Commodity Credit Coratbon to provide monthly marketing data.

Final Draft Page 53 of 124 Adopted August 10, 2009



Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Village of Montfort

NATURAL RESOURCESCONSERVATION SERVICE
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRE®)ei federal agency WISCONSIN NATURAL

that works with landowners on private lands to eowe natural resources. RESOURCES CONSERVATION
NRCS is part of the U.S. Department of Agricultifoemerly the Soil SERVICE (NRCS)
Conservation Service. Nearly three-fourths oftdehnical assistance
provided by the agency goes to helping farmersrandhers develop
conservation systems uniquely suited to their kamd individual ways of
doing business. The agency also assists othert@iaadowners and rural ang
urban communities to reduce erosion, conserve estég water, and solve | phone (608) 276-USDA
other resource problems. NRCS provides:

6515 Watts Road
Suite 200
Madison, WI 53719

http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov

» Technical Assistance for Conservation
Conservation technical assistance is the basisfR@SImission to conserve, sustain, and improve
America's private lands. NRCS staff works one-or-wiith private landowners to develop and implement
conservation plans that protect the soil, water,pd@nt and animal resources on the 1.5 billioresof
privately owned land in the United States.

* Soil Survey
NRCS is responsible for surveying the soils ofltimited States, publishing and interpreting soil
information. Soil information is the basis for natresource and land use planning, key to asgges&m
potential for specific uses and identifying soibchcteristics and properties.

* National Resources Inventory
Every five years, NRCS conducts the National Resssitnventory (NRI) on nonfederal rural land in the
United States. This inventory shows natural resatnends, such as land cover and use, soil ergsione
farmland, and wetlands. The 1992 NRI, for examgiews that farmers are dramatically reducing soil
erosion on cropland. From 1982 to 1992, erosioalberopland declined by about one-third, goingiiro
3.1 billion to 2.1 billion tons a year.

*  Wetlands
Wetland conservation is an important and sensitisee. During 1982-1992, wetland losses due to
agriculture slowed to about 31,000 acres a yeampi@ than 90 percent reduction compared to coromersi
rates between 1954 and 1974. NRCS is one of thepfimary federal agencies involved with wetlands.

* Wetlands Reserve Program
In the Wetlands Reserve Program, conservation eassrare purchased from landowners to restore or
enhance wetland areas. Ownership, control of acaesssome compatible uses remain with the
landowner.

*  Wetland Identification
NRCS has technical leadership for identificatiod delineation of wetlands on agricultural lands and
all USDA program participant’s lands. NRCS mainsanlist of hydric soils and a wetland inventory on
agricultural land.

*  Soil Quality
Over the past decade, NRCS has been helping pneddeeelop and implement 1.7 million conservation
plans on 143 million acres of highly erodible crpd as part of the conservation compliance pravisio
the Food Security Act of 1985. As a result, erogiarthe most highly erodible cropland has beerbgut
two-thirds.

e Water Quality
NRCS assists farmers to improve water quality. Tidsudes improving nutrient and pesticide
management and reducing soil erosion, thus deaigasidiment that would otherwise end up in lakek an
streams. Technical assistance, including engingestnucture design and layout for manure managemen
and water quality practices contributes signifibata state water quality efforts. Through the
Environmental Quality Inventive Program, NRCS pd®s technical and financial assistance for local
resource priorities.
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WISCONSIN FARM CENTER
The Wisconsin Farm Center provides services to bisin WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRADE
farmers and agribusinesses to promote the vitafithie state's AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
agricultural economy and rural communities. Sexwimclude: (BrRve)

. . . . WISCONSIN FARM CENTER
e Growing Wisconsin Agriculture

Wisconsin is committed to the long-term profitatyilof 2811 Agriculture Drive
agricultural businesses. Legislation passed in 2004 PO Box 8911
strengthens agriculture and invites producersest) Madison, WI 53708

reinvest and expand.
Phone (608) 224-4960
» Financial Counseling and Advising
The Farm Center's financial experts are trained in
feasibility analysis, enterprise analysis, debiysis along with restructuring and cash flow praiea.
They can personally assist producers and answeifispguestions, providing useful resource material

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us

* Farm Mediation
The Farm Center's farm mediation program providssute resolution services to farmers with problems
involving creditor-debtor issues; U.S. DepartmenAgriculture program benefits; contracts with food
processors, fertilizer, seed or feed dealers; migfivithin farm families; and landlord-tenant issu

» Stray Voltage
Through Rural Electrical Power Services, the Faent€r provides information about stray voltage and
power quality issues; answers to regulatory question-farm and distribution system investigatibgsa
technical team that can assist farmers in workiitg the utility or electrician to resolve a poweraljty
conflict; a format for dispute resolution; and rassh on electrical issues.

* Legal
The Farm Center's agricultural attorney can ang@aeral legal questions about farm business
organization, landlord-tenant issues, debt reatrirg, legal procedures, creditor-debtor law, and t
reorganization and estate planning.

* Vocational
The Farm Center can help farmers or their familynners make a successful transition to off-farm
employment. It can help them examine their skilid explore their career options, regardless of gret
they are looking to add off-farm income to the farperation, starting a new small business, or seeki
off-farm employment.

* Farm Transfers
Through its Farm Link program, the Farm Center lealp farmers who want to start their own operation,
retiring farmers who want someone to take overrthgeration, or farmers who want to relocate due to
urban or environmental pressures.

e Animal Agriculture
Animals are a vital part of agriculture in WiscansiVhether you are a farmer, a veterinarian, astivek
dealer or trucker, or a consumer, DATCP providésrination and regulates many aspects of animal
agriculture.

 Crops
Statistics show Wisconsin ranks first in productidra number of agriculture crops. Farmers in ttegeS
continue to adopt traditional and specialty crdpsltivating and protecting them is key.

* Land and Water
The State works with county land conservation dmpants to protect the environment through
conservation practices, incentive programs andlagga.
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3.2 NATURAL RESOURCES

MONTFORT
VETER | NARY
SERVICE

3.2.1 NATURAL RESOURCE SUMMARY

It is vital for the Village of Montfort to considéts future in conjunction with its natural resoesc It can be very
challenging for rural communities to allow new dieyenent, while at the same time protecting the rahtu
environment, preserving the character of an afadirst, development may have only a limited impen the
natural landscape, but as it development contindiggal and environmental impacts become incresieggparent.
In order to protect natural resources for the fititris crucial to be aware of existing naturalaerces, such as
water, the geology of the region, forests and wadsé, wildlife habitat, and wetlands.

3.2.2 GOALsS
The following are the Natural Resource Goals, tivthe fourteen Smart Growth Planning Goals requingthe
planning grant contract.

1. Protect natural areas, including wetlands, wildtiébitats, lakes, woodlands, open spaces, and dnaiar
resources.

2. Protect economically productive areas, includimgifand and forests.
3.2.3  (BJIECTIVES AND POLICY AND PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS

The following natural resource objectives and potiecommendations will support the above goalswitiduide
natural resource decisions in the Village of Morttfiver the next 20 years.
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NOT IN ORDER OF PRIORITY
1. Strive to maintain outdoor recreation facilities far the jurisdiction.

2. Encourage tree preservation, municipal tree-plantiig programs, and sustainable forestry practices in
the jurisdiction.

3. Where and when appropriate, utilize county, stateand federal programs or grants to conserve,
maintain, and protect natural resources.

3.24 (@OMMON NATURAL RESOURCES

Natural resources are materials such as watewitpps, land, forests, fish and wildlife, and reials occurring in
nature that are essential or useful to humansy fiaee significance economically, recreationallyiterally, and
aesthetically. These resources are combinedlistoeicognized natural systems in which we liveesehsystems,
or combinations of natural materials, can be reféto as “natural environments”, “ecosystems”, fiés”, or
“natural habitats”. Human activities affect altumal resources which in turn can have significantpetimes

adverse, impacts on the human community.

A small stream runs through Montfort's downtownwal as a biking/walking trail. These resources eulturally,
recreationally, and aesthetically important toWiléage. Indeed, the cleanliness and beauty ofstheam and trail
are highly valued.

Keeping residents informed of their jurisdictiomatural resources is a proactive first step in sujpug natural
resource protection efforts. Flyers included vaittax mailing, articles in the local newspaper, kgsbops, or other
similar education efforts can all help to educatdents on natural resource issues. Montfortkégsgitizens
informed through local newspaper postings.

Fostering working relationships with your neighlmgrjurisdictions can help the Village of Montforpect shared,
contiguous natural areas that give local residgpése to pursue recreational opportunities. Tapipito state and

federal programs aimed specifically at protectiagrfland, wetlands, and forests can help protecttiddis natural
resources. State and federal agencies and camtaichation are listed at the end of this chapter.

3.25 WATER RESOURCES

Water is probably the most commonly used natusduece, serving intrinsic and essential functionthée
community on a daily basis for people, plants, andnals. A watershed is the land area from whichraa waters
(surface and groundwater) drain into stream systamsaquifers. Groundwater aquifers can be costiawithin a
single watershed or can be so large that sevetaksigeds are within the aquifer. Over 70% of ak&nsin,
communities (that is, every two out of three Statdents) rely on groundwater not only for dontestie, but also
for agriculture, industrial uses, and recreatignajposes. The Village of Montfort is in the Blu& Watershed
and the Platte River Watersh&kte Map 3.2.1, for the Village of Montfort Waters@erce Map and Map 3.2.2,
Depth to Water Table Map for more information.

3.2.5.1 GROUNDWATER

Groundwater is the water beneath the earth’s stiffig spaces between rocks and soil partiches flowing
between them. Groundwater fills wells and supghesflow from springs. It is a critical resouro@t only because
it is used constantly, but also because riversasts, and other surface water depends on it foarge.
Groundwater can easily be contaminated throughpodmt source pollution, particularly in regions ihin soils
over fractured limestone, sandstone, and shalebkdr

All Village of Montfort residents use groundwater flomestic water use through the public wateriserv
Montfort does not supply any other jurisdictiontwitomestic water.

3.2.5.2 GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION

It is important to keep groundwater in mind for mameas of comprehensive planning. Ultimately, ithkes
place above ground affects groundwater below. dhee a variety of land use practices influenciagewresource
quality. Potential pollution sources that can etffgroundwater in Montfort include but are not fied to
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« Underground Storage Tanks e Abandoned Wells
e Junkyards « Pesticide and Fertilizer Applications
¢ Gas Stations ¢ Road Salt

e Leaking Sewer Lines

Because of its mobile nature, contaminants carekfav from their source through the water cydontaminants
in water coming from a variety of sources identlfees non-point source pollution (NPSP), which came from
things like agriculture runoff, leaking septic sysis, road salt and road building, parking lotsHaand golf course
runoff, all of which directly impact water resouscePoint source pollution comes from identifiabdeirces such as
a single factory or overflow from a sewage treatiacility. Such point and NPSP sources of patintin Montfort
come from gas stations, the cheese factory, atpi@lilrunoff, and road salt. At this time, thel&@e does not
protect its water resources from pollutants likesth

Pinpointing pollution sources can be made easiedéntifying the location of potential pollutantssy communities
can plan where and how much development can bevitlil the least amount of impact to the watershed.
Contamination of local drinking water resources bardevastating, very costly to reverse, and affelttarea
residents.

A wellhead protection plan lists potential contaarits as well as aim at preventing those contansrfaon
entering the area of land around wells. This arelades, "the surface or subsurface area suringradwater well
or wellfield supplying a water system, through whaontaminants are reasonably likely to move toveandl reach
such well or wellfield" (US EPA. 1987).

3.2.5.3 GROUNDWATER SUPPLY

Water supply is impacted as communities grow, lmgdgncreased demand to supply water to new homes,
businesses, and industries. High capacity wellisaamincreasing number of wells, both private ambolip, can
reduce the amount of recharge to surface wateusjraqstreamflow reduction, loss of springs, anangfes in
wetland vegetative communities. The strains oftmgerowing water demand from a sprawling popolatire
starting to show. Statewide water use has incded3% in the last 15 years and water tables ararmpieting in
many urban areas as the thirst for more waterripgghe land’s ability to provide it. (Lisa GaunmiTim Asplund,
and Megan R. Matthews, “A Growing Thirst for Growader”, August 2004.)

The Groundwater Bill (2003 Act 310) addresses gdewater quantity issues, requiring approval fongjtifees, and
an environmental review. While this legislatiorcigrently more relevant in areas of the state e@peing severe
water quantity issues (such as Southeast Wiscqrikmprinciple of controlling groundwater withdralin all parts
of the state is quite important and is a growingoawn for the future. A State level groundwaterisary
committee is now meeting to address groundwatelagement issues to be of help to communities.

3.2.5.4 SRFACE WATER

Surface water includes all water naturally opethtoatmosphere such as rivers, lakes, reservainslsp streams,
impoundments, seas, and estuaries. These wateesqunevide recreational opportunities, such asrigglcanoeing,
wildlife viewing, swimming, and bird watching. Téesame rivers and their feeder streams also m@dsential
habitat for fish, mussels, insects, and other ¥@dSee Map 3.2.1, Water Resource Map for morerimétion.

3.2.5.5 WETLANDS

Wetlands serve a variety of functions, includingraportant role in stormwater management and floaatrol,
filtering pollutants, recharging groundwater, pdiag a habitat for many wildlife species and plaatsd offering
open space and passive recreational opportuniéstiands include all marshes, swamps, fens, gbthose
areas excluded from cultivation or other uses beedluey are intermittently wet and have hydricssoil

The Village of Montfort is within the Southwest Sawa ecological landscape, an area in which masands are
associated primarily with the rivers and streanT$he importance of glacial activity in forming lakand wetlands
is illustrated by the lack of these water bodiethim Driftless Area of southwestern Wisconsin (e 3.2.1.). In
fact, wetlands comprise only 1% of the land coneBouthwest Savanna landscape (Wisconsin Land kegac
Report, 2002). The Western Coulee and Ridges mggiowhich northern Grant County is a part of 3 Imauch
more wetland area (22% open wetland, 24% forestgthnd) but the overall percentage of wetland foar®
County is still only 3.1% (WI-DNR 2007). Grant Quy wetlands are mainly associated with eitherfisconsin
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or Mississippi rivers because most of the Countydrperienced wetland drainage for agriculturappses or the
landscape is too hilly. Also, the Driftless Areashvery little open, natural lakes with associatetiands.

3.2.5.6 HFOODPLAINS

A floodplain is a low area of land adjacent tor@am or other watercourse subject to flooding.oéfains hold
water overflow during a flood and are delineatesidobon the 100-year storm event - the area thaivib@ucovered
by water during a flood so big it theoretically phlappens every 100 years. However, the magnititiee 100-
year storm flooding can occur any year. For thason, development should not occur in drainage wag
floodplains since they serve as stormwater rungdffesns and flood mitigation landscape features.

Counties, cities, and villages are required to adegsonable and effective floodplain zoning ordies in order to
participate in the Federal Emergency Managemenhéygs (FEMA) National Flood Insurance Program. Tsw
generally rely on their county for floodplain caoitr

FEMA has designated flood hazard areas along manfigce water resources. The importance of regpgcti
floodways and floodplains is critical in terms d¢&pning and development. Ignoring these conssaiah cause
serious problems relating to property damage aaderall safety of residents. See Map 3.2.3Hentillage’s
Flooding Frequency map. Montfort relies on the @gurloodplain Ordinance to protect itself in theit of
flooding.

3.2.6  WLDLIFE
It is vital to provide sufficient natural habitatadistance from human

activities where wildlife will not be in contact conflict with humans Habitat is the combination of
and can live and breed without interference. Wedtan sometimes food, water, shelter, and
cause problems by destroying property, carryingales, producing space necessary to meet the

unsanitary waste, or conflicting with human actestso having enough | needs of wildlife.
habitat is critical.

3.2.6.1 MPORTANCE OF BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity is the full spectrum of life forms atioe many ecological processes supporting therateing
biodiversity is essential to core necessities @agchmaintaining clean air and water, providing adéghabitat for
the state’s flora and fauna, maintaining a vibestnomy and providing recreational opportunitiBgdiversity
protection depends on the sustainability of diversesystems, such as the mosaic of forests, agniallands,
grasslands, bluffs, coastal zones and aquatic camtiesipresent in Wisconsin. It also depends upen
conservation of each ecosystem’s basic componethis ratural communities, plants and animals withem.
Ecosystems contain a variety of species that apiarand provide value to the diversity of the undiial
ecosystem and the state overall. It is importamiew biodiversity at all levels to ensure the gukge conservation
of Wisconsin’s environment.

At the broadest scale, the State of Wisconsingled into distinct “ecological landscapes” basadiaique
combinations of physical and biological charactaristhat make up the ecosystems, such as climatdogy, soils,
water, or vegetation. They differ in levels of lmigical productivity, habitat suitability for wildk, presence of rare
species and natural communities, and in many othgs that affect land use and management. Thagélbf
Montfort is located in the Southwest Savanna laapec See Map 3.2.4 for detailed descriptions aadagement
opportunities for this ecological landscape.
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/ \ 3.2.6.2 MTURAL
ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES COMMUNITIES

. Ecological landscapes are
OF SOUTHWEST-SOUTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN comprised of natural communities

R - a_lssemblages _o_f plants_ and
Plains animals at specific locations.
Because of the biotic and abiotic

differences between ecological
landscapes, the natural
e cor_nmuniti_es within each are
WJestern Coiilobs typically different as well. The
S and Ridges /_f deeply dissected, unglaciated
P Southwest Savanna landscape
was composed of tall grass
Southeast prairie, oak savanna and some
Glacial wooded slopes of oak forest.
Plains Today, this landscape is primarily
in agricultural production with
Southwest scattered woodlands, savannas

Savanna Green Rock and remnant prairies.
Lafayette

Vernon

Central Sand
Hills

Sauk

Dane

lowa

- J

3.2.6.3 SATE NATURAL AREAS

Wisconsin harbors a diverse mix of natural biobenunities and native species. Some species dathha
communities have very limited distribution or onlgcur at small locations around the state. In 19%i$consin
initiated the United State’s first statewide pragro identify and protect areas of outstanding anidue
ecological, geological, and archeological valuéede natural areas provide the best examples ufahgrocesses
acting over time with limited impact of human adiv The State Natural Areas (SNA) program has\greo
become the largest and most successful prograts kind in the nation; there are over 335 sitesdasgnated in
Wisconsin.

State Natural Areas are important not only bec#lusg showcase the best and most pristine partsigtdfisin, but
also because they provide excellent wildlife hakited undisturbed natural communities. Many themeed,
endangered, and state special concern speciesedani only in these areas.

There are eleven State Natural Areas in Grant Goamd include the Wyalusing Hardwood Forest, Deteights
Prairie, Blue River Sand Barrens, Wyalusing Wakartest, Ipswich Prairie, Adiantum Woods, Woodmakd.a
Sand Prairie and Dead Lake, Gasner Hollow Pre#iew Bottom, Blue River Bluffs, and Cassville BRiffAll
Grant County SNAs are open to the public.

3.2.6.4 EDANGERED SPECIES

While the conservation of plants, animals and thebiitat should be considered for all species,ishimrticularly
important for rare or declining species. An endaedespecies is one whose continued existencgempardy and
may become extinct. A threatened species is ortéslikely, within the foreseeable future, to bemendangered.
A special concern species is one about which sawitdgm of abundance or distribution is suspectddcbtiyet
proven. The main purpose of the special concemgeay is to focus attention on certain speciesredfoey become
endangered or threatened. Remaining examples afoNsf’s intact native communities are also tradieidnot
protected by the law. Natural communities captaueh of our native biodiversity and provide benchtador
future scientific studies. Protection of such $geds a valuable and vital component of sustaimiogliversity.

Both the state and federal governments preparediw separate lists of such plant and animal ggdwit do so
working in cooperation with one another, as wellvith various other organizations and universitigse WI
DNR’s Endangered Resources Program monitors endeshgbreatened, and special concern species aimtaimna
the state’s Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) datdaar his program maintains data on the locatiodsstatus of
rare species in Wisconsin and these data are eXeonpthe open records law due to their sensitatire.
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The Wisconsin Endangered Species Law was enacttbtol protection for certain wild animals andqtiathat
the Legislature recognized as endangered or thmedtend in need of protection as a matter of géstate
concern. ltis illegal to

1) take, transport, possess, process or sell anyamildalthat is included on the Wisconsin Endangered and
Threatened Species List;

2) process or sell any wild platitat is a listed species;

3) cut, root up, sever, injure, destroy, remove, fpansor carry away a listed plant on public land$ands a
person does not own, lease, or have the permiséitre landowner. There are exemptions to the plant
protection on public lands for forestry, agricuéiiand utility activities. In some cases, a perssommaonduct
the above activities if permitted under a Departnpemmit (i.e. “Scientific Take” Permit or an “Irdzntal
Take” Permit).

The Federal Endangered Species Act also protectsabmand plants that are considered endangergaeatened
at a national level. The law prohibits the dirgtling, taking, or other activities that may betdimental to the
species, including habitat modification or degradgtfor all federally listed animals and desigmbteitical habitat.
Federally listed plants are also protected but onlyederal lands. Implementation of the Endardj&ecies laws
is usually accomplished during the state permiiesg\process, but is ultimately the responsibilifyagroject
proponent and property owner to ensure that theyat in violation of the laws.

According to the NHI database and listed in Tab®13 ten elements have been recorded in the TéWirgville
(the town the Village is located inPata is only provided to the town level.Map 3.2.4 shows all elements known
to occur within Grant County. Thorough inventorigghe entire county have not been conducteddm@ species.
Additional rare species and their habitat may o@cuther locations but they are not recorded withie NHI
database. Remaining examples of Wisconsin’s imative communities are tracked but not protectethb law.
The descriptions of these threatened or endangetéte communities in the jurisdiction are listdteaTable 3.2.1.

NOTE: END = Endangered; THR = Threatened; SC @Bp€oncern; NA = Not applicable

Table 3.2.1 Natural Heritage Inventory: Town of Wingville

Scientific Name Common Name State Status Date Listed

Community Calcareous fen Calcareous Fen NA 1984
Community Southern Dry-mesic forest Southern Dry-mesic Forest NA 1984
Community Moist cliff Moist Cliff NA 1984
Community Pine relict Pine Relict NA 1984
Community Dry cliff Dry Cliff NA 1984
Plant Asclepias purpurascens Purple Milkweed END 1886
Plant Platanthera hookeri Hooker Orchis SC 1985
Plant Agalinis gattingeri Roundstem Foxglove THR 1997
Plant Jeffersonia diphylla Twinleaf SC 1991
Plant Cirsium hillii Hill's Thistle THR 1993

Calcareous Fen

Calcareous fens occur mostly in southern Wiscomsirsites that are fed by carbonate-enriched gwatetd. Most fens are
small, covering no more than a few acres, and e associated and can intergrade with more abnrasted widespread
wetland communities such as southern sedge meadetprairie, shrub-carr, emergent marsh, and soutiaenarack swamp.
An accumulation of peat can raise the fen surfageheight of several meters above the adjoinindda

The diverse fen flora is distinctive, containingmpaalciphiles of restricted distribution. Commarrepresentative plants
include sedges, marsh fern, shrubby cinquefoiljigby St. John's-wort, Ohio goldenrod, grass-of-assns, twig-rush, brook
lobelia, boneset, swamp thistle, and asters. Mang have a significant number of prairie or sedgadow components, and
some contain plants often associated with bog$y as¢amarack, bog birch and pitcher plant.

Fens occur in several landscape settings, incluti@dpases of morainal slopes, on sloping depobitacial outwash, in the
headwaters regions of spring runs and small streanason the shores of alkaline drainage lakes.

Moist Cliff (Shaded CIiff of the Curtis community classification)
This community (often found on "micro-sites" of yeestricted spatial extent) occurs on shadedr@mstor the cliff itself
because of aspect), moist to seeping mossy, Vieetip@sures of various rock types. The most commok types are sandstone
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and dolomite. A greater proportion of sandston# sities tend to be moist, compared to limestoifésites, due to the potential
for capillary action in sandstone to transport watesential for plant survival. Igneous (granit@sddt) and metamorphic
(quartzite) rocks tend to be dry due to their impeability, but in some situations water moving tigb the ground above the
bedrock cannot go through the rock and moves lateratil it finds a path to take it downward. Tleet will exit, often over the
face of a cliff.

Common vascular plant species include columbirefrégile ferns (Cystopteris bulbifera and C. fliayi wood ferns,
rattlesnake-root, and wild sarsaparilla. The raveafof these cliffs vary markedly in different fmof the state; Driftless Area
cliffs might have northern monkshood, those on L&8keerior, butterwort, or those in Door County egrepleenwort. Lichens,
mosses, and ferns are important components ofhellfftats. Present knowledge of the distributiod status of many of these
plant species is limited. The same is true for mangrtebrate species.

Pine Relict

“Pine relicts” are pine-dominated conifer forestattoccur as discrete, isolated stands in thelEs#tArea of southwestern
Wisconsin. Most of these dry "relicts” are assaaiatvith sandstone or dolomite bluffs. The bedroely mutcrop as cliffs or
ledges, or underlie a thin layer of soil. The vageh surrounding the conifer-clad bluffs is moygital of southern Wisconsin,
including hardwood forests, remnant prairies andisaas, and lands used for various agriculturgd@aes. The dominant trees
of the “relicts” may be eastern white pine, redepam, less commonly, jack pine. The pines sometioeear in almost pure
stands, but are often mixed with hardwoods. Thempltayer is sometimes strongly reminiscent of tifosed in the pine forests
of northern Wisconsin, in the heart of our northegimeries. Representative understory plants incéradmceous shrubs such as
blueberries (Vaccinium angustifolium, and V. mydidles) and huckleberry, and herbs or sub-shrutis as wintergreen,
pipsissewa, partridge-berry, and moccasin flowbese species of generally northern distributioesoften mixed with familiar
herbs of the southern Wisconsin’s oak forests,maas, and prairies.

Southern Dry-Mesic Forest

Red oak is a common dominant tree of this uplanestoccommunity type. White oak, basswood, sugareddnaples, white
ash, shagbark hickory, and black cherry are algmitant. The herbaceous understory flora is divargkincludes many species
listed under southern dry forest plus jack-in-thépfi, enchanter's-nightshade, large-flowered baftwinterrupted fern, lady
fern, tick-trefoils, and hog peanut.

Southern dry-mesic forests occur on loamy soilglafial till plains and moraines, and on erosidnpbgraphy with a loess cap,
south of the tension zone. This community type e@amon historically, although white oak was consiiey more dominant
than red oak, and the type is still common todayweler, to the detriment of the oaks, mesophytie species are becoming
increasingly important under current managemerttipes and fire suppression policies. Oak forestsacceeding to more
mesic species (e.g., central and northern hardiaredt types), or to brush.

Dry Cliff (Exposed Cliff of Curtis’ community classification)

In most of Wisconsin the bedrock is buried benggahial materials that were deposited during treésRicene Ice Age. In
glaciated regions, cliffs are associated with derstretches of the Great Lakes coasts, streanedagorges, and the vestigial
remnants of ancient, eroded mountain ranges aradp@sents. In the “Driftless Area” of southwesteristénsin the mantle of
glacial drift is absent and erosion has exposethrsedary bedrock of Paleozoic age at many locatiomst often as a linear
series of vertical cliffs.

By definition, a cliff is a geologic feature, nopant community, which can occur on virtually awgk type. Rock type,
exposure, surrounding land cover and other faci@ate a wide variety of environmental conditidmet tmnay influence species
composition. The presence or absence of fracturg®#ner features that may hold soil particles modsture, or the alternation
of strata composed of different rock types thatehaiferent properties, can affect habitat suiigbfbr plants and animals.

A greater proportion of limestone (dolomite) ckffes tend to be dry, compared to sandstone @k sdue to the potential for
capillary action in sandstone to hold and slowinsport the water that is essential for plant satviA soil profile is generally
absent, or may occur as localized, usually thirodie on ledges or in cracks. Dry cliffs may béuahced by aspect, local
hydrology, or the proximity of waterbodies. Serdéglry cliffs may include stretches or patches i@ moist, and these often
support additional species. The separation of “firgth “moist” cliffs can be somewhat artificial, dthe totality of the
environment should be considered when assessirsgoa@tion values and opportunities.

Dry cliff communities occur on many different rogglpes, and vary in species composition. Scattemsespoaks, cedars, and
drought-adapted shrubs such as bush honeysuckleugkteberry, often occur on the margins of theoseg rock, or where
mineral soil has accumulated on ledges or in fessufloristic homogeneity between cliffs is typigahther low, but
representative herbs may include the ferns commbyppdy, smooth cliff brake, rusty woodsia, andthern fragile fern, along
with columbine, harebell, sand cress, sleepy cBtchéle corydalis, and rock spikemoss. Dry clédfe frequently colonized by
crustose lichens, which may be the most commorbitdras of bare rock environments for decades en@enturies.

Plant species composition is strongly influencedhgyplant community in the immediate vicinity bétcliff, but also includes
bare rock specialists, among which are some of d¥isia’s most dramatic examples of disjunct spediesexample of a
disjunct species is the population of Lapland roag-that grows on a sandstone cliff along the WisgoRiver in the Central

Final Draft Page 62 of 124 Adopted August 10, 2009



Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Village of Montfort

Sand Plains. One other population of this spesi&gsdwn from Wisconsin, but the next closet popaitais on an Adirondack
mountaintop in rural New York.

Cliffs are used for denning and roosting by mamnpfalsnesting and roosting by birds, as hibernabylaerptiles, and also
provide suitable conditions for specialized invieréges. Besides insects, the latter group incledesral very rare terrestrial
gastropods.

3.2.7 FORESTRESOURCES

Forests provide raw materials for the forest présliradustry and a venue for hunting, hiking, amsthifig. Forests
help sustain water resources and provide habitat fade variety of plants and animals, includihgeitened and
endangered species and by balancing global wareffegts and air pollution by producing oxygen atatiag
carbon. Over half the forested lands in Wiscomseprivately owned (57%). S&tap 3.2.5 for forested lands in
the Village of Montfort.

Trees are important components of a community’smiefrastructure, offering substantial environna¢benefits,
including cleaner air and water, quieter stredisaper energy bills, cooler temperatures, and iféltiabitat. Tree-
planting programs, preserving established treesuaimg sustainable forestry techniques not ordyeiase property
values for Village residents, but also lower aid avater remediation costs for the environment.

While Grant County has a great deal of land incdjire, over a quarter of the County is forested1983, 25% of
Grant County (186,400 acres) was forested. AD6#Zthe most recent data available), 28% of thenBowas
forested (209,623 acres). Most was in private oslip: 187,356 acres. (Data showing amount affiad land
per Village was not available.) In Grant County2006, the total number of privately owned acrekod in the
Managed Forest Law program (MFL) was 19,510 a@&4%1 of which were open to public for hunting and
recreation.

3.2.8 ENVIRONMENTAL CORRIDORS

Environmental corridors are physical areas comaigiroups of
features (such as hedgerows or river bottoms) allganimals and
plants to move unobstructed across the landscApeas of
concentrated natural resource activity (“roomsligtsas wetlands,
woodlands, prairies, lakes, and other featureqreceven more
functional and supportive of wildlife when linkeg buch corridors
("hallways”). If corridor resource features arepped, they can
depict linear spaces that can be helpful in fulanel development
decisions. Fish and wildlife populations, nativan distribution,
and even clean water all depend on movement through
environmental corridors. For example, wildlife pdgtions isolated
in one wooded location can overpopulate, die autaoise problems | Social Benefits:

for neighbors if there are not adequate corridorsibw the *  Walking and Hiking
population to move about and disperse freely. @86 of all Cross Country Skiing
terrestrial wildlife species use riparian corridascording to the Horseback Riding

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRB$). Photography

preserving environmental corridors, wildlife poptidas, both plant cillelle il

and animals can maintain themselves and be healtS8ge Map 3.2.5, Natural and Recreational Ressufor
natural resources that might lend themselves toigirg wildlife unimpeded access through the largsc

Environmental Corridor Benefits:
e Improved Wildlife Habitat
e  Greater Biodiversity
Reduced Flooding
Reduced Soil Erosion
Improved Water Quality
Improved Water Quantity
Groundwater Recharge
Bank Stabilization
Improved Air Quality

e o o o o o o

e o o o

3.2.9  UGHT, AIR, AND NOISE POLLUTION

Light, air, and noise pollution are not often calesed when doing planning. However, improper emrnnental
controls can produce air (odor) pollution and ngiskution. The most common air pollutants (dystllen, fuel
fumes, ash, etc.) including odors, come from inglalstautomotive, and agriculture sources. Burmrdda are
significant local contributors to air pollution.

Inappropriate or overly bright outdoor lighting csill over property lines provoking altercationghaneighbors or
impair driving conditions (e.g. very bright lightjrfor businesses producing eye level glare to pgssiivers).
Improper night lighting or light pollution, affectee night sky anywhere improperly shaded nighttoatgoor lights
are used. Lighting ordinances recognize the bisnefiappropriate outdoor lighting and can prowgdéelines for
installation, helping to maintain and complimemoenmunity’s character.
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A number of land uses can contribute to noise ol such as vehicle noise from highways, airpoite, or
sounds from manufacturing facilities. Repetitixeessive noises like those from boom cars, loudsse powered
lawn and garden equipment, and construction aiets/fave been shown to have serious health conseegiée.g.
tinnitus, balance problems), not to mention prolddmatween neighbors.

3.2.10 GEOLOGIC AND MINERAL RESOURCES

Soils and geology are important planning considenat particularly when thinking about new develeom
Today, technological advances can overcome mariiedgas relating to soil and geology. Howeveis it
important that these resources not be abused, ss@ror contaminated. For example, particulantitte must be
paid to soils when development is occurring onmteslopes. Maps showing Slope limitations (M&&.and
Depth to bedrock (Map 3.2.7) have been includgtleaend of this Chapter.

Most of south/southwest Wisconsin’s bedrock is megtitary rock, consisting of sandstone and shdienestone.
Mineral resources are divided into two categomestallic and non-metallic. Metallic resourceshie tegion
include lead and zinc. Historically, there wagead) deal of lead and zinc mining in southern G&minty.

3.2.10.1 NON-METALLIC MINE RECLAMATION

In June of 2001, all Wisconsin counties were oldigeadopt an ordinance for nonmetallic mine reetéom. The
purpose of the ordinance is to achieve acceptaidédite reclamation to an approved post-miningllase in
compliance with uniform reclamation standards. bimif reclamation standards address environment&giron
measures including topsoil salvage and storagégc@iand groundwater protection, and concurremamettion to
minimize acreage exposed to wind and water erodidontfort complies with the County’s Non-metalltining
ordinance to control non-metallic mine reclamation.

3.2.10.2 QUARRIES

Non-metallic resources include sand, gravel, amédtone, resources that come from quarries. Argisgan open-
pit mine from which rock or minerals are extract8dch rocks and minerals are generally used asdime stone.
Rock quarries are usually shallower than othergygfeopen-pit mines. Types of rock extracted fiqumarries
include cinders, coquina (a type of limestone)gebiock, granite, gritstone, limestone, marble, stonte, and slate.
Limestone for road building is one of the most gigant non-metallic geologic resources in the doetay.

In level areas, quarries often have special engimg@roblems for drainage. Groundwater seepintg tine quarry
pit must be pumped out. Many quarries fill withterato become ponds or small lakes after abandonroginers
have become landfills. Restricting access to gemirelps protect these areas from becoming groatedvpollution
source points. Therefore, determining quarry liecet within the jurisdiction’s local watersheds deeip
communities plan where and how much developmenbedbuilt, with respect to its water resources eRed Map
3.1.1, Soils Map.

3.2.11 MTURAL OPEN SPACE AND PARKS

Natural open space is that part of the landscaitmuti obvious development. It can take the forraropland and
pastures, greenbelts, wetlands, woodlands, parkspadplains. The value of open space lies noy amits inherent
protection of ecologically sensitive areas, bub atsits appeal of naturalness to the passerbywahationer, and the
outdoor enthusiast. Preserving open spaces ngpooilects natural resources, but also gives tbwei a sense of
freedom with its visual impact of open space, whethis agricultural land, woodlands, or a park.

Communities have signs and billboards for econosaifsty, and information purposes. However, sonegithey can
have a negative visual impact on the landscapgcylarly if there are a lot of them, are very kargr are poorly placed.
The Village does not have a sign ordinance ofits.o

3.2.12 LocAL PARK AND RECREATION RESOURCES

Every jurisdiction is unique and can capitalizeitsmatural beauty. Only in your community do th@srticular
views, walks, and landmarks exist. Because eamtepk unique, opportunities exist to capitalizetemssets. For
example, biking, driving, or walking tours can lesigned to thread through areas of cultural, hissabror
environmental significance. ATV, horse, or bikails can be dotted with parks, scenic waysidesgsirstops.
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Parks are attractions in their own right. They sarve a limited neighborhood area, a portion @cthmmunity, or the
entire community or region and provide land andif@s for outdoor recreation for residents ansitairs. Depending
on park size, parks and recreation areas cantattmanpers, ball players, bird watchers, cyclistsysnobilers, bikers, 4-
wheelers, horseback riders, hunters, anglers, ted ecreational users. Amenities such as balp#mails, camping
areas, playground equipment are only some of tilits that make parks and recreation areas\stinig. Refer to the
Natural and Recreational Resources Map 3.2.5 firlpeations.

Table 3.2.2 Village of Montfort Recreational Amenities

Park/Recreation Shared Park/Recreation Locations Recreational Amenities Available
Location
Corner of Park & Fountain & Maple Pool, bathroom, playground, picnic
area
Maple & Johnson VFW Picnic area Ballfield, concessions, bathrooms
Old Railroad Bed along STH 18 Trail

Montfort does not have an Outdoor Recreation Pladoes have enough recreational spaces to sthisfgeeds of
their residents and visitors.

3.2.13 LanD COVER
Map 3.2.5 shows the natural resources in the \&llagMontfort. It also shows the location of nafresources
such as forested lands, open water, wetlands, ddlifevcorridors.

3.2.14 MTURAL RESOURCEAGENCIES AND PROGRAMS

There are a number of available state and fedeogkams to assist with agricultural, natural, anlduzal resource
planning and protection. Below are brief desaooipsi of various agencies and programs. Contaatrireton is
provided for each agency. To find out more spedifiormation or which program best fits your needstact
them directly.

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (WI-DNR)
The Department of Natural Resources is dedicat¢gleto
preservation, protection, effective management,raatenance of ERYISIECNSINESIS RIS NINelS
Wisconsin's natural resources. It is responsitmériplementing the [NaUSNASINSSIONHGSSY(IIEIY
laws of the state and, where applicable, the ldwiseofederal
government that protect and enhance the naturaliress of our
state. Itis the one agency charged with full oesbility for
coordinating the many disciplines and programs s&ag to provide [y e P it
a clean environment and a full range of outdoore&onal Fax: 608-261-4380
opportunities for Wisconsin citizens and visitofithe Wisconsin
DNR has a number of programs available ranging fitemeatened http:/Awww.dnr.state.wi.us
and endangered species to water quality to paik®pen space to
wetlands. The DNR is available to provide inforioaton endangered and threatened species. Seevitmsite for
the Endangered Resources (ER) Prograhttpt//www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/ew contact the Program at
608/266—7012.

101 S Webster St
Madison WI 53703

The Bureau of Community Financial Assistance (CRé&ninisters grant and loan programs, under the WRD
Financial program staff works closely with locavgonments and

interested groups to develop and support projeetsprotect WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRADE
public health and the environment, and provideaaional AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
opportunities. (BRAVER)

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND 281 Agricultire Drive

CONSUMER PROTECTION (DATCP) Madison W 53708

The Wisconsin Department of Trade and ConsumeeBtiot

inspects and licenses more than 100,000 businasses Phone: 608-224-4960

individuals, analyzes millions of laboratory sangpleonducts
hundreds of hearings and investigations, educatsisésses and | http:/iwww.datcp.state.wi.us
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consumers about best practices, adopts rules dévatthe force of law, and promotes Wisconsin afiticel at home
and abroad.

Specifically DATCP has two divisions that relateedtly to the agriculture and natural resourceispaif the
comprehensive plan. The Environmental Divisiorufes on insects, land and water, as well as pdemtsnimals.
The Agricultural Division focuses on animals, crpggricultural resources, and land and water ressur

WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES
SERVICE (NRCS) , o CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)
The Natural Resources Conservation Service isdtierfél agency
that works with landowners on private lands to eows natural 6515 Watts Road,
resources. NRCS is part of the U.S. DepartmeAigoiculture, Suite 200

formerly the Soil Conservation Service (SCS). Metiree-fourths — [SWECIECIFRIIEE AR
of the technical assistance provided by the aggneg to helping
farmers and ranchers develop conservation systeigaely suited Phone (608) 276-USDA
to their land and individual ways of doing businélse agency also
assists other private landowners and rural anducbenmunities to
reduce erosion, conserve and protect water, ane sther resource
problems.

http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) X X
REGION 5 Enw_ronmental Protection Agency
The Environmental Protection Agency is a federainmy of the Regons _ .

- - . (IMinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
United States government, responsible for regidatin : . g

. . . Ohio, Wisconsin)
environmental pollution and environmental qualiiize EPA has
been one of the lead agencies within the UniteteStaovernment| phone Toll Free within Region 5:
on the climate change issue. 1-800-621-8431
9:00AM to 4:30PM CST

Phone: 312-353-2000
(http:/Iwww.epa.gov)
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3.3CULTURAL RESOURCES

o

3.3.1  GHAPTER SUMMARY

The purpose of this section is to inventory andpsupthe management of cultural resources in thiagé of
Montfort. Many communities often ignore culturaldghistoric resources in order to deal with “réaues facing
their community. However, the proper appreciatibthese assets is vital to the long-term succeascommunity.
Respecting and utilizing these available resouirn@gases the overall quality of life and providggortunities for
tourism.

Determining what cultural and historic resourcestzas been left open to some interpretation. thsmlan,
historic resources include historic buildings aitéss(as identified by the national register otdnig places),
museums, archeological sites, churches, cemetettespuntry schools, and other sites deemed apiptefby the
community. The information is to serve as a gualeultural and historic resources and is not isiele.

3.3.2 oALs
The following is the Cultural Resource Goal, on¢haf fourteen Smart Growth Planning Goals requingthe
planning grant contract.

1. Preserve cultural, historic, and archaeologicaksit

3.3.3  (BJIECTIVES AND PoLICY AND PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS
The following cultural resources objectives andg@otecommendations will support the above goal aitidguide
cultural resource decisions in the Village of Momtfover the next 20 years.

NOT IN ORDER OF PRIORITY

1. Recognize the importance of our local cultural resarces and use this to guide decisions.
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3.3.4 A BRIEF HISTORY OF GRANT COUNTY

Grant County was formed in 1836, the same year d¥isio became a territory. It is the™l@rgest county in the
state with an area of 1,169 square miles. Accgrtrthe 2000 census, the population, as adjustd®,597.
Grant County is located in the unglaciated regidhe-Driftless region.

Grant County received its name in 1810 from a wimtkan trader named Grant, who visited the argalesly.
Lead strikes attracted the first European settlsrsarly as 1825. When mining began to declireeséttlers
discovered wealth in the rich soil and turned tonfiag. Agriculture is still the County's chief sme of income.

Lancaster, the County seat, is the home of thetlwouse which was built in 1902 with an annex adaleéh 1999.
The Courthouse is among the finest in the Statenuvhents in the courtyard include the Soldiers Moent — one
of the oldest monuments in the nation to the Giér dead. It was built by public and private furadsl dedicated
July 4, 1867. The Fountain on the west side otthetyard was purchased by the Ladies of the G.ArR given
to the County in 1906. The bronze monument to ddelBewey on the courtyard’s east side was givethé\state
as a tribute to Wisconsin’s first governor. Deweas also the first Register of Deeds for Grant @puhie died in
Cassville, WI and is buried in Westwood Cemetegxtrio the Episcopal Church in Lancaster. His griavmarked
by an official State marker dedicated October B11%ource: Grant County Historical Society and Grant County
Official Directory, 2006-2007

3.3.5 (QJULTURAL RESOURCE PUBLICATIONS OR DOCUMENTATION

Maintaining a written record of cultural resourégsn excellent way of educating residents abadramunity’s
past as well as encouraging tourism. For morainddion, contact the Grant County Historical Socedt129 E
Maple St., Lancaster, WI, 53813; Phone: (608) 72354

3.3.6 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

Local historical societies provide an importantvgsx to communities by documenting, rehabilitatinggintaining,
or promoting local cultural resources. For morgeegive historical needs, the Village relies on@rant County
Historical Society.

3.3.7 GQULTURAL RESOURCES OFNOTE

Although it is understandable that parts of a comityis cultural fabric wear thin, it is still imptant to at least
recognize the community’s cultural resources sctievledge of what does exist is available to pnest@nists.
And while a professional may be able to documegmificant buildings or landmarks as cultural impaott, it is the
members of the community, those who live and déeehwho are the best experts at identifying tlaspects that
make their community unique in the world. Montfertultural resources are many and include Fourgtieet
downtown, the old elementary/high school on Mapite&, St Thomas Church on Park Street, the oldcthioeing
refurbished on Wisconsin Street, and the publid padPark Street. There is no museum in the Vdlag

3.3.8  HSTORICAL M ARKERS

Wisconsin Historical Markers identify, commemoratel honor the important people, places, and etkathave
contributed to the state’s rich heritage. The Wiin Historical Society’s Division of Historic Bx@rvation
administers the Historical Markers program. Contlaem for more information. The table below lidie State
registered historical markers in Grant County.

Table 3.3.1 Grant County Historic Markers
Subject Location/Nearest Community

The Gideons HWY 61, 0.5 mi S. of Soldiers Grove

Old Denniston House 117 East Front Street, Cassville

The “Dinky” 620 Lincoln Avenue, Fennimore

Point of Beginnings — Survey Point HWY 80 at WI/IL state line, S. of Hazel Green
Nelson Dewey Cemetery, 1 block W. HWY 61, 35, & 81, Lancaster
First State Normal School Rountree Hall, Platteville

(Source: 2005, www.wisconsinhistory.org)

3.3.9 (GQULTURAL RESOURCE PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Cultural resource programs and special eventseeeffective methods of bringing a community tégetto
celebrate their cultural history. Not only do spéevents build community spirit, but they cancalte important to
the local economy. Montfort's special event isAtsmual VFW Chicken Barbeque, held on the first Gaynafter
Memorial Day.
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3.3.10 THREATS TO AND LOST CULTURAL RESOURCES

Unfortunately, there are many threats to the calttesources of a community. Whether it is develept pressure,
rehabilitation and maintenance costs, or simplyettiects of time, it is often difficult to preserttee cultural
resources in a community. This is true in Montlstwell. There is the possibility of the publ@opclosing, due
to a lack of use and of operating funds. The olisl and the downtown area are deteriorating also.

Sometimes important cultural resources are irrdpitast due to deterioration, apathy, developnmetssure, lack
of maintenance, or merely the march of time. dosg such cultural links to the past and the comityis history
are gone forever. This has happened in Montfousinesses in the downtown area are gone and tldénigs stand
empty.

3.3.11 HSTORICAL PRESERVATION ORDINANCES AND COMMISSIONS

The establishment of a historical preservationr@dce and commission is one of the most proactitierss a
community can take to preserve cultural resour@ehistorical preservation ordinance typically cains criteria for
the designation of historic structures, districtsplaces, and procedures for the nomination pey@swell as
regulates the construction, alteration and denoolitif a designated historic site or structure. t@cirthe Wisconsin
Historical Society’s Division of Historic Preseriat for more information. Montfort relies on the@hty Historic
Preservation Ordinance.

Communities with historic preservation ordinances/rapply for Certified Local Government (CLG) statwith
the Wisconsin State Historical Society. Once amamity is certified, they become eligible for

*  Matching sub-grants from the federal Historic Preaton Fund,
» Use of Wisconsin Historic Building Code,
» Reviewing National Register of Historic Places noations allocated to the state.

3.3.12 GHURCHES

Churches historically have had a significant imgacthe culture of a community. They are also gones the
only places in rural areas where residents caregabhdiscuss important issues in their communiRefer to Map
3.3.1 for churches in the jurisdiction.

3.3.13 (&EMETERIES

Cemeteries are identified as prominent historic @aitliral resources. They can provide an histoeispective of
an area, providing names and ethnicities of presregidents, linking a community to its past. R&feMap 3.3.1
for cemeteries in the Village of Montfort

3.3.14 /RCHITECTURE AND HISTORY INVENTORY (AHI)

The Architecture and History Inventory (AHI) is allection of information on historic buildings, sttures, sites,
objects, and historic districts throughout Wiscan3ihe AHI contains all the documented historiesin a
community, as well as a list of those sites thatar the State and National Register of Historace%.

The AHI is comprised of written text and photograjuii each property, which document the propertghitecture
and history. Most properties became part of tivemitory as a result of a systematic architecturdltdstorical
survey beginning in 1970s. (Caution should be wsethe list is not comprehensive and some ofrtfoerhation
may be dated, as some properties may be altenea longer exist.) Due to funding cutbacks, theidtisal Society
has not been able to properly maintain the databat®, note that many of the properties in theeimtory are
privately owned and are not open to the publice Wisconsin Historical Society’s Division of Histor
Preservation maintains the inventory.
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Table 3.3.2 lists the historical sites in the jdigsion compiled by Richard Bernstein of the OffafePreservation
Planning, Division of Historic Preservation of tAésconsin Historical Society.

Table 3.3.2 Village of Montfort AHI
AHI # Location Historic Name
45514 | SE CORNER OF FOUNTAIN ST AT STATE ST

45515 | NW CORNER OF MAIN AND FOUNTAIN

45516 | 150'S OF MAIN ST ON E SIDE OF FOUNTIAN ST

45517 | S SIDE OF MAIN ST, 250' E OF PROSPECT ST

45519 | MAPLE ST

45521 | N SIDE OF MINERAL ST, 200' E OF FOUNTAIN ST

45523 | NE CORNER OF PROSPECT AND MINERAL

45525 | NE CORNER OF SOUTH ST AND MADISON ST

45527 | END OF LANE AT W END OF STATE ST

3.3.15 SATE AND NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

The State Register is Wisconsin's official listinfgstate properties determined to be significaieconsin's
heritage and is maintained by the Wisconsin HisarSociety's Division of Historic Preservation.tBdistings
include sites, buildings, structures, objects, distticts that are significant in national, statdazal history,
architecture, archaeology, engineering and cult@entact the National Park Service or State HisabiSociety for
more information of registration. The National ister is the official national list of American kisic properties
worthy of preservation, maintained by the NatioPatk Service (U.S. Department of the Interior).

3.3.16 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE INVENTORY (ASI)

The Archaeological Site Inventory (ASI) is a cotlea of archaeological sites, mounds, unmarked tenes,
marked cemeteries, and cultural sites (at the §élleevel) throughout Wisconsin. The Wisconsin éfistal
Society’s Division of Historic Preservation maimtsithe inventory. Similar to the AHI, the ASInist a
comprehensive or complete list; it only includgssireported to the Historical Societyhe Historical Society
estimates that less than 1% of the state’s archgieal sites have been identified. Contact thecdfisin Historical
Society for more information about the inventory.

Table 3.3.3 lists the archeological sites in thesgiction compiled by John H. Broihahn of the ©ffiof State
Archeology, Historic Preservation Division of thadfbnsin Historical Society.

Table 3.3.3 Village of Montfort ASI

State Site #/ SITE NAME SITE TYPE CULTURAL STUDY UNIT

Burial Site #

GT-0690 Parish Cabin Cabin/homestead Historic Euro-American

GT-0691 Parish Furnace Smelter Historic Euro-American

GT-0692 Parish Fort Military site Historic Euro-American

BGT-110 MONTFORT HILLCREST Cemetery/burial Historic Euro-American
CEMETERY

3.3.17 QULTURAL RESOURCE AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Society serves as the archives of the Statéisdonsin. It WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
collects books, periodicals, maps, manuscriptg;geghewspapers,
and audio and graphic materials as they relateotthNAmerica. It
maintains a museum, library, and research fagilityladison, as

Office of Preservation Planning
Division of Historic Preservation
Wisconsin Historical Society

well as a statewide system of historic sites, schewices, area 816 State Street

research centers, administering a broad programstufric Madison, WI 53706

preservation and publishing a wide variety of his&l materials, Phone: 608-264-6500

both scholarly and popular. The historical socity also provide

assistance for various state and federal programs. http:/iwww .wisconsinhistory.org
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
The National Park Service administers the Natigtegdister of Historic Places.
In addition to honorific recognition, listing inglNational Register provides:
« Consideration in planning for Federal, federalbghised, and federally
assisted projects,
« Eligibility for certain tax provisions,
¢ Qualification for Federal grants for historic prasgion, when funds
are available.

WISCONSIN TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION (WTHP)
The WTHP, established in 1986, is a private, nasfiporganization dedicated to the preservatiothefhistorical,
architectural and archaeological heritage of Wis@on The Trust advocates for legislation and peticlesigned to
encourage statewide historic preservation. Easnpf some of the programs they initiate are

¢ Wisconsin Main Street
A comprehensive program designed to revitalize downs and
give new life to historic business districts

e Heritage Tourism Initiative
The Heritage Tourism Initiative has helped devejogssroots
heritage tourism organizations, encouraging Wisicooemmunities
to use their unique features to tap into the mushing heritage
tourism market -- and protect that heritage atstirae time.

e Agricultural Buildings Preservation Initiative
Inspired by the National Trust's popular Barn Ag@irogram, this initiative provides information and
forums to help owners of historic agricultural loirigs determine how to maintain and reuse their
buildings.

NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The National Trust for Historic Preservation isanprofit organization
with more than 200,000 members. The Trust provieadership,
education and advocacy training to save Americes®hc places.

Final Draft Page 71 of 124 Adopted August 10, 2009



