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This report updates an economic development program for Southwest
Wisconsin. Specific public and private investment projects intended to
promote economic development within the region are described. This
document functions to enhance opportunities for the region’s communi-
ties and other eligible entities to receive public works and business loans
and grants from the Economic Development Administration (EDA). This
report was prepared in conformance with the Economic Development
Administration Reauthorization Act of 2004 and is consistent with EDA
Code of Federal Regulations, 13 CFR, Chapter IlI, Part 303-Planning
Investments and Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies, as
published in the Federal Register (Vol. 71, No. 187) on September 27,
2006. Preparation of this report was financed in part by a grant from the
Economic Development Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce.
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Directory of Abbreviations - This report contains many acronyms for
local, state and federal agencies and organizations. Below is a listing of the most
common abbreviations used in the strategy.

SWWRPC - Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

CEDS - Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy

EDA - Economic Development Administration, a division of the U.S. Department of
Commerce

SWOT Analysis - An analysis of the regions Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats

DWD - Department of Workforce Development - State Agency dealing with
workforce issues

USDA - United States Department of Agriculture
SW WI - Southwestern Wisconsin

OEA - Office of Economic Advisors - agency of U.S. Department of Commerce
that gathers economic data
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Report Structure

The CEDS is intended to provide background information on the economic develop-
ment situation of the area, an analysis of economic and community development
problems and opportunities, and provide goals, objectives as well as an action

plan for a strategy designed to take advantage of the opportunities and alleviate
economic development problems.

The 2009-2014 CEDS for the Southwestern Wisconsin Economic Development
District is structured into seven chapters:

1. Introduction and Administrative Organization
2. Southwest Wisconsin Regional Economy
3. Community and Private Sector Participation

4, SWWRPC mission, Goals, Initiatives

5. Economic Development Programs & Activities
6. Plan of Action
7. EDA Program Criteria & Regional Inventory
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